Operator:

Ali Noorani:

Transcript

Reform Immigration FOR America
Press Conference

April 7, 2010

Reform Immigration FOR America Campaign Calls
For End of ICE’s Ineffective 287g Program

Good day. All sides are now online in a listeyomode. Later, there
will be an opportunity to ask questions. It's naw pleasure to hand off

the conference to your moderator, Ali Noorani. aBkego ahead, sir.

Thank you. Good afternoon, good morning, everybolfly name is Ali
Noorani. I'm the Executive Director of the Natidbriamigration Forum
and the Chair of the campaign to Reform Immigration America.
Today, we are gathered here as a campaign codldioall for the end of
the 287(g) Program. First, a little bit about tb@mpaign. Reform
immigration for America is a coalition of over 8@@ganizations across
the country. Organizations including leadershipnfr the faith
community, labor, business, the immigrant commuynatyil rights, and
others, all calling for comprehensive immigratieform in 2010. We
come together today after a week of stinging newponts and
investigative reports on Immigration and Customg$oErement. About
ten days ago, there was an initial report in thesNifegton Post about how
internal memos within the Immigration and CustomsafoEcement
articulated the need for local officers to use gsoto meet particular
enforcement quotas. That memo was retracted bystass Secretary
Morton, but it was clear just from that first — tlzane report, that there are
the management issue and the accountability issggng quite loudly
within Immigration and Customs Enforcement. A fdays later, there
was a news report within the New York Times abotceiees from Haiti
from the earthquake who had actually been detafoednearly three
months, again another indicator of serious accduiittaand credibility
problems within Immigration and Customs EnforcemeFhen finally last
Friday, the Office of Inspector General releaseglgtinging report on the
287(g) Program which in essence allow or grant thenigration
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enforcement authority to local law enforcementaddiis whether they are
sheriff's officers or police officers, or even withjail facilities. The
Inspector General’s report indicated that ICE iahla to assess — that the
program is unable to assess whether the 287(g#ils gwe being met, and
laid out 33 recommendations for fundamental chartbas need to be
made to the program in order for it to be accouetaind effective in its
mission. Today, we gather to say our one recomaterd to the
administration is to terminate 287(g) and terminateaow. Sadly but
truly, the 287(g) Program is really just more of game failed policies of
the Bush administration, and the Obama adminisindias not made good
on its promise to change the immigration systemastbng as programs
like 287(g) remain in place, the Obama administrais not meeting its
promise. Our speakers today come from a rangeexsppctives; Pablo
Alvarado, Executive Director of the National Dayblomer Organizing
Network; Eliseo Medina, International Executive &id®resident from
Service Employees International Union; and Cryg¥dliams, Executive
Director of the American Immigration Lawyers Assm@n. Gabe
Gonzalez from the Center for Community Change weable to make it
unfortunately. Our first speaker will be Pablo atado with the National
Day Laborer Organizing Network. NDLON has beerhfigg this fight
against 287(g) memorandum of agreement in comnasnificross the
country. Their membership is affected by this harmdiscriminate,
unfair enforcement program like a few other partstiee immigrant
community. So it's with pleasure and honor todallthe lead of NDLON

in terms of calling for an end to the 287(g) agreatn So Pablo, please.

Thank you, Ali. Again, my name is Pablo Alvaramad | am the Director
of the National Day Laborer Organizing Network whits a coalition
made up of 41 community groups that work with dayolrers in different

fourteen states across the country. One of ourlmeewrganizations is the
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Macehualli Work Center in Maricopa County, Arizowaere the 287(g)
Program was made famous by Sheriff Joe Arpaio. Offece of the
Inspector General report on 287(g) reveals whahave known for a very
long time and that is that 287(g) Program and otingratives that
authorize local police to enforce immigration lame &ssentially a failure.
These programs make our neighborhoods less satis®avhen police
officers are seen as ICE agent, immigrants arelilesly to report crimes
and serve as witnesses. These programs imperilcithle rights for
non-White members of our communities and they demsally nothing to
repair our unjust immigration system. Of course, ave very disturbed
that the Obama administration has endorsed and dnsodorcefully to
expand the failed experiments of 287(g) in othenilgir programs. To us,
it sends a very worrying signal in regards to thesklent's commitment
to reform immigration law. In Maricopa County, tbaly thing that has
actually changed since George W. Bush left offedhiat it is now the
Obama administration that is enabling Sheriff Jogafo to terrorize
Latinos in the fourth largest city in America. tlme past, the Federal law
has been used to vindicate the civil rights of mires. They have never
been used to enable racist sheriffs like Joe Arpamb others. The former
head of the 287(g) Program, a gentleman by the rdrdien Pendergraph,
the former sheriff of Mecklenburg County, Arizonaade the following
statement about the 287(g) Program. He said,dif gon’t have enough
evidence to charge someone criminally but you tinals illegal, we can
make him disappear.” Obviously, this for us isAmerican and this is
literally an invitation to violate the rights of ggle who are non-White.
Fortunately, most of the police chiefs who hearnd 8tatement rejected
the invitation and instead they issued a report floa can find in the
Police Foundation website that indicate that thiss Federal government’s
duty to enforce immigration law and that our policicers have the

responsibility to keep our communities safe. TH& @eport is part of a
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significant body of enough evidence to terminate #87(g) Program.
Frankly, | really don’t understand why, it is sugimystery that the 287(g)
Program; number one, still exists; and number twwt it's been
expanded through its [2.0] version, the so-calletuBe Communities
initiatives. A few days — a couple of days actyalfter the President’s
State of the Union address, the head of ICE Johrnidvicstated that he
intends to have the Secure Communities prograra$ jails in the United
States, essentially turning jails into instrumeotsdeportation by 2013.
As you can see, the administration has a timetnét foy implementation
of this program, but there’s not a concrete tineliar the passage of a
comprehensive immigration reform. This, in ourwjés certainly not the
change that we believe in and this is not certathly change that we
deserve. We need more reports like the OIG sodimatountry can have
a conversation about whether we want to turn ooallgolice into Joe
Arpaios across the country or whether we as a cpuptnbrace
immigrants by passing immigration reform with pathcitizenship and

political equality. Thank you.

Thank you, Pablo. Our next speaker is Crystalligils, Executive
Director of the American Immigration Lawyers Assa@n. Crystal.

Thank you, Ali. The fact is that programs like728) create needless fear
in the ethnic communities and that fear harms laforeement. The
national organizations for police chiefs and foersffis have noted the way
that their involvement in immigration enforcemerashdevastated their
relationships with the communities that they ser¥ghen things happen
like accident victims being taken in for questignion their immigration
status instead of being taken to the hospital, somgis wrong. When
checkpoints are keeping people from going to chuwrchyoing to the

grocery store, or going to school, something isngro When scarce law
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enforcement resources are being used on pretextrést Latino-looking
people to explore their immigration status, sommeghs wrong. We need
enforcement, but we need smart enforcement. Tdiedstgoals of this
administration to target serious criminals is ldaldabut this isn’t the way
to do it. In fact, as the OIG report shows, thod® have been targeted
are not serious criminals, are not in most cases eviminals at all. This
is a self-defeating way of going about law enforeatrand is not serving
this country or the local communities well. Asaxiety that cares about
civil rights and quite honestly, as taxpayers, va’'tlwant to see these
kinds of programs continuing when they are workpogrly and working
against the safety of our communities. It's tinoer¢tire 287(g) as the
failure that it is, and we are urging the admi@istn to take a hard look

and to do the right thing, and to put 287(g) astdegood. Thank you.

Great. Thank you, Crystal. Our next speaker iseB Medina,
International Executive Vice President for SEIUis&o, please.

Thank you, Ali. The failure of 287(g) ICE enforoent program
exemplifies the kind of deeper and broader isshe$ DHS is facing
today. Their implementation does not match thdedtagoals. Poor
training of rogue officers, mismanagement, andilarfain the chain of
command has made it [impossible] for the agenceftectively target
criminals. Instead, programs like 287(g) have jpstpetuated and in
some cases exacerbated the misguided immigratifamcement policies
of the Bush years. When DHS first announced ittoreement goals
including its increased focus on worksite 1-9 asldBEIU was optimistic
that the Obama administration would clean up pashgdoings. We had
expected DHS to finally build an immigration enfemcent program that
would prioritize the abusive off-the-books emplasyerho exploit on the

community of immigrants and push down wages andingrconditions
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for all workers. Instead, the agency has replasedksite raids with
electronic raids. These worksite 1-9 audits ar¢ smart, targeted, or
effective. They do nothing to curb behaviors afi{a&ting employers and
they get us further away from our shared goal ehmehensive reform.
As a result of these senseless I-9 audits, thogsahdorkers are getting
fired to no good end, creating a climate of fead @am uncertainty in
workplaces across America. Thousands of workece amthe legitimate
taxed economy are now being pushed into the unolengr economy
which further drives down wages for US workers. eTinderground
economy of sweatshops and cash payments beneffjtsh@enmost abusive
off-the-books employers who will never be reachgdbdits because they
don’t pay taxes or provide reports to the IRS. ti&ens and lawful
workers have been misidentified and mistakenlydfiog their employers
because they've been erroneously flagged in theksiter audits by a
flawed Social Security database, and finally to addilt to injury, this is
an inexpensive, ineffective program costing taxpay®l7.1 billion per
year, up 80% since 2005. On top of the [moundsfadfires from this
wrongheaded approach, we continue to see reportsaboise and
mismanagement at the most basic levels at DHS @&d Recent reports
paint a clear picture of an agency that is complaetat of control. Last
week’s reports by DHS’s own Inspector General shibwt local law
enforcement enforcing immigration laws to 287(gy asther programs
have received improper training with little to neeocsight. ICE agents are
acting more like Keystone Kops than serious welhaged officers, and
of course we all saw the embarrassing reports nfedess deportation
guotas and outrageous detention of Haitian earttegwiactims from last
week. Above all, we believe ICE’s priorities must to protect our
nation’s security and to help restore fairnessU&rworkers, not to mess
with busboys and janitors in a costly and futilangaof musical chairs.

ICE’s incompetence and lack of focus hurts workard undermines the
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US tax base, but it doesn’t make a broken immigrasystem work any
better. When one in twenty workers is undocumentetican’t force our
way out of this problem. Instead of solving prob& this kind of reckless
enforcement without reform only succeeds in pushimglocumented
workers deeper into the shadows and thus degrakéeguality of life for
the rest of us. In the end, we are nowhere claseolving the broken
immigration system and there communities lose,riassies lose, families
lose, and America loses. America deserves a iofes and
well-managed enforcement agency with clear condisbtjectives that
sticks to the constructive mission of punishingrinals and the most
abusive employers. We need a modern enforcemstemsythat is part of
a broader strategy to lift wages and standardalfoworkers. DHS must
be able to distinguish between bad-actor emplogeis those who are
merely caught in a broken system. They shouldd@marce resources on
the bad actors who intentionally take advantageowf dysfunctional
immigration system to exploit workers and push dowages for
everyone. That is why SEIU members across thetopame turning out
this week to hold vigils in front of ICE officesSimply put, we will not
take the ICE outrageous any longer. It's time $@&cretary Napolitano
and Assistant Secretary Morton to rein in ICE. |@QEeds to stop
operating like a headless monster. DHS and ICE metsmmediately to
get their house in order and restore faith in tgenaies’ competence.
That means they must [set up] sensible enforcemeatities that are
good for workers, good for our country, and argpoasively implemented
at all levels. Of course over the long term, tidyaeal solution to our
immigration problems is comprehensive immigratieform. Instead of
pandering to extremists who fantasize about mapsrtiion, Secretary
Napolitano and President Obama must intensify tldiorts to pass

Comprehensive Immigration Reform this year. Ithis only solution and
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it is the only way to restore sanity to the brokemmigration system.
Thank you, Ali.

Thank you, Eliseo. Collin, if we could get thestiuctions for the Q&A

please.

Certainly, sir. At this time, ladies and gentleméf you do have a
guestion, simply press the star then one on yauchimne phone. You
may withdraw your question at any time by pressirggpound key. Once
more, star/one to ask a question. Our first qaestiomes to us from
George Condon from Congress Daily. Go ahead, @lea$our line is

open.

Great. Thank you. | wanted to ask you a broagestion following up
on the last point that was made about ComprehenBivaigration
Reform. Is there disappointment that the White $¢ou that the President
has been so out of this and not pushing this, tinese an understanding
that the politics of it divides the Democrats andylye just energizes the
Republican opponents and the conservatives? Vghiduei feeling about
this and what do you think is the time table thatrer going to see from
the White House?

Eliseo, would you like to take that?

Well, let me just say that we all understand tthetre had been other
things that the President has been wrestling with the time has come to
finally tackle this problem because it's gettingrae not better, and |
believe that there is no division on this with thmerican people. Poll
after poll shows that well over 2/3 of the Americpaople want this

system to be fixed. They know that it doesn’t wakd for Republicans
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who somehow think that this creates a politicalaadage, | think that if
you look over the last several election cyclesygweandidate that has run
on immigration reform has lost, just ask Presidéancredo] how well his
administration is going. | think that on this gties, the President needs
to step up his efforts to try and get this donée Tongress needs to do its
part. This should be a win-win for everybody. Bess agrees that we
need Comprehensive Immigration Reform. Labor agyreEommunities
of faith agree and the community as well. So newhe time.

If I can ask a follow on that. What is the impantthe November election
if the White House doesn’t push this, if we dondesany move for

Comprehensive Immigration Reform?

Let me just — Ali, do you want me to follow up thrat?

Go for it, please.

Well, let me just say that the immigrant communégd the Latino

community are paying very close attention to whagténg on with this

debate. You saw on March 21 over 200,000 peopheectsom all over

the country to our nation’s capital, but what ig¢ pmoperly known is that
around the country, there were rallies being hettlkaneously and that
attracted somewhere in the vicinity of another eddhousand people.
So we actually have 300,000 people that came alittta&y were unions
and business, and churches, and immigrants, aizérgt and everybody
had one message. We need this fixed. So | thiakthe communities are
expecting action and are also going to be payitenaaon as to who is on
our side and who is not, and | think that they'meng to be guided on
their votes by how — who they think is on theiresehd who is not, and |

think that | would counsel both parties to pay velgse attention because
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the immigrant and Latino vote is getting to a ponitere they can be a

deciding vote in places all around the country.

| would only add — this is Ali, and the only thingwould add is that
message to whether the administration or DemoaatRepublicans in
Congress is “No more excuses.” The politics ok thave never been
better. The policy need for this has never beereratear. The political
pundits in the Democratic Party are saying over @ave again, this is an
issue that is good politically for the Democratiarty. The grownups in
the Republican Party who actually have the longitetability of the

Republican Party in mind are saying over and ogairg this is an issue
we need to get behind, this is an issue we neegeéttoff the table and get
to a win. In terms of a policy need like Eliseddsét is across the board;
business, labor, faith communities, civil rightsfriéan-American, the
immigrant community. People are demanding a swiugind that they are
demanding this solution be moved and passed nowthé& conventional
wisdom is that the politics aren’t right, but theality is that the politics

and the substance have never been better andrtdéaido it is now.

I'd like to add this that | am a new voter. | gdtfor the first time for

President Obama and | was proud to do so becawslesve in the change
that he promoted, but | am disappointed at thectioe that the

administration is taking, and | will personally siter my vote if things
continue the way they are going, if we see mordsréaking place, if we
see the expansion of these programs such as th{g)2&3jreement and
other similar programs, then | will think of whaori’going to vote for, and
of course I'm not going to run to the Republicantand | don’t think

that there’s going to be a massive exodus fronDémaocratic Party to the
Republican Party, but some people would chooseatpl®ome and that's

what | may do if | don’t see real changes takiragcpl
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Great. Thank you. Can we get the next questiease?

Certainly. Our next question comes to us fromrketh Tan] with the LA

Times. Go ahead please.

Hi! I'd just like to ask a follow-up question kklast week, some of the
leaders actually met with the RNC and then you gard one thing, but
the New York Times on the Caucus Blog also repottet Chairman

Steele actually denied most of the things that goys said about what —
about how he like saw the meeting. I'm just cusiethat is your response
to that?

Well, sure. Let me be clear here. That meetiith @hairman Steele was
with the members of the Fair Immigration Reform Mment. There’s
nobody on the call who was part of that meeting taatl back and forth...

That'’s right.

...but I think what is clear is that leadership éeded from the Republican
Party. They have to step up to the plate andgetark on a bipartisan
solution for immigration reform. This has alwayseh an issue from the
days of Reagan to the days of Bush. This has alwagn an issue that
has enjoyed Republican leadership, and the leageo$hhis Republican
Party whether to the RNC or within the House or3leaate, wants to turn
their back on immigration reform and the demandnfrine majority of
Americans [is to task Congress with] immigratioforen. | think they do
it at their own peril. Eliseo, Crystal, Pablo, veyou like to add to that?
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Well, this is Eliseo. Let me just say that wHilwas not at that meeting, |
do know all of the people that were there, repregmes of community
groups. I've known them for a long time and | hduk confidence in

what they reported out on the commitments that weade. | would just
say that I'm very disappointed that Chairman Stedier seeming to have
placed himself on the right side of history, on tight side of good public
policy issue, should have backtracked, becausek the made the right

decision, he should have stuck with it.

Can we get the [crosstalk]...? Go ahead.

If 1 could ask a follow-up like one of the keytigis that has emerged over
a possible bipartisan bill, it's the recruitment afsecond Republican to
support this bill other than Senator Graham. | méeanderstand that
different immigration groups have been lobbying fibid]. | just want to
ask if you guys are confident that the second Riggbcan — | mean you

can get support of a second Republican in Congigissnow?

As legislation moves forward, | am very confideve will pick up two,

three, four, five, six Republicans because thecgaéind the politics of
immigration reform will make complete sense to thenkowever, |

dismiss the notion that we need a second Repubditéme outset to start
the legislative process. At the local and natideaél, Republicans and
Democrats need to belly up to the bar and get tckwaout there is no
reason that Senators Graham and Schumer cannatwmhe leadership

that they’'ve shown. Crystal, Pablo, Eliseo?

I'd totally agree. There are Republicans who Wélwilling to engage and

willing to involve themselves in this. There’s moagic to a second
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Republican at this point, but | think the Repubtisaare there and will

eventually show themselves.

Can we get the next question please?

Certainly, our next question comes to us from i&got [Tavaro] with

Notimex. Go ahead please. Your line is open.

Yes, what is your position in the Secure CommansitProgram and also
what is your strategy in the coming months for irgration for in terms of

fundraising activities and also voter’s registrataf votes?

Pablo, do you want to talk about the Secure ConitresrProgram?

Sure. Thank you for the question. Actually, whba 287(g) Program
was conceived, it was done in secrecy and the mestha for controls
weren’t there, for oversight weren’t there, and gXactly the same that’s
happening with the Secure Communities Program. déf&t know the
[unintelligible]. That is why my organization algrwith the Center for
Constitutional Rights has submitted the Freedorimfmirmation Act about
this program and how it relates to the 287(g) Raogr So we want to
know where it's going and we obviously believe théien you turn local
jails into instruments of deportation, you're goitaqysee a lot of people
who are not serious criminals being deported aatisiprecisely what the
Secure Communities Program is already doing. @inadymean we are
trying to get as much detail as possible so thatcee determine how

we’re going to fight back.

Then Eliseo, do you want to lay out some of thenplthat SEIU has in the

pipeline for the weeks and months ahead?
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Well, from SEIU’s perspective as I've mentionedliea, we are beginning
to step our efforts all across the country to begibring to the attention
of the public the failures of ICE and the failedf@nement strategy.
We're doing it by our members who are being advgrsepacted going
out and publicly bringing this message to the comities and we’re
going to be doing that throughout the country. Véealready had begun
in Seattle. We are going to be this week in Mimt@sSacramento, San
Jose, Los Angeles, Oakland, and in Boston withiigrthe New York,
and Chicago, and many other places upcoming, arice weing to be
keeping up this conversation not only with the gaheublic but we're
also going to be having this conversation with @engress, and at the
same time pointing out that immigration reform Ise tonly rational
sensible solution to this problem, and we’re gdimdpe continuing to step
that up and we’re heading into a situation, we'oeng to be taking this
message to our members in the general public anglimog them to
begin to go meet and talk with their members of @ess and Senators
with an eye of not only fixing this problem withetibHS but also getting
commitments for CIR, and then leading up to Novembecause we want
to make sure that in November, every Latino, ewenyigrant, and every
union member shows up at the polls well informed aommitted to

voting for people who have pro-immigrant, pro-warkgenda.

Santiago, in terms of the broader campaign coalive have a few things
that are in action. One is that we are approachiegnbers of Congress,
House and Senate across the country to get thetineorecord in support
of Comprehensive Immigration Reform in 2010. letféSenator Gregg
from New Hampshire made such a statement last vaeek town hall

meeting. So number one is making sure that iieigr¢o the President, the

Senate majority leader, and to the Speaker of thesel that the support
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for Comprehensive Immigration Reform is broad anhdsideep. The
second thing is that this weekend on April 10, ¢hare events happening
across the country that will be attracting upwaods5,000 to 10,000
people in Seattle, Las Vegas, Chicago, Philadel@md elsewhere, and
then finally on May 1, we are putting into place ssize mobilizations
across the country with events coming togetherighifcant scale in
Chicago, Los Angeles, New York, Tennessee, andratlamd in fact on
May 1 or just before May 1, we will be releasingprgress report on
members of Congress to tell the public who is jognvith the majority of
the Americans in calling for Comprehensive ImmignatReform in 2010
and who is standing in the way of the progress thatmajority of the

Americans are demanding.

Thank you.

Can we get the next question please?

Certainly, sir. Just a reminder, ladies and genén, if you do have a
guestion, star/one on your touchtone phone. W\ move on to Bill

Fisher with Inter Press News. Go ahead pleaseir Mo is open.

Yes, hi! Does anybody remember what the situatian like before there

was the DHS and before there was ICE?

Crystal or Eliseo, would you like to take that?

Well, you're asking that's going way, way back.cdn tell you that we
used to have a much different system than we hawe rin the old days,
we still had a problem with a broken immigratiorstgyn, but we had

basically a system where people would come andwloeyd work several
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months — four, five, six months and then go horigey didn’t need to
bring their families. There was a circular pattefimmigration because
it was not the same kind of difficulties gettinddrthis country as we do
today. Now when DHS and all of this enforcementffshappen, what
winds up happening is now they started putting eqcés on the border,
they started putting a lot more people, and theplgethat they were
catching are not drug smugglers or criminals, boitprs, farm workers,
nannies, and what they started doing is pushinglpdarther and further
out into the desert, to the point where we now Hawedreds and hundreds
of people that die every year to exposure or bectusy get assaulted by
criminals along the border, and then once they dkanit into the US, it's
become so difficult to return home that they'reessence trapped here.
That circular pattern no longer exists. So what thperversely, what this
whole system has done then is force people to lstag because to do
otherwise would be extremely difficult to handl&o | think this is what
we need to do. This is why Comprehensive ImmigratReform would
then restore the circularity that we need so thatoan have balance
between labor needs and workers wanting to come hed this is one of
our big issues at SEIU where the current situaisothat they claim that
they're trying to get control of immigration, bute only way you can do
that is coming up with a rational system that dtguaould work, that
would legalize people here, and that would also endkpossible to
channel future flows through a phased legal anarbrdorocess rather
than what we have today, and so | think that whahave now is a much

worse situation than we had before the DHS andfdHhis ICE activities.

I will say it doesn’t matter whether the back bé facket says INS or the
back of the jacket says ICE. What matters is thiecies that are being
carried out, and the policies that are being ocdrreut now are

self-defeating. Many of these policies came intsstence around the
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same time or following the formation of DHS. Wencargue back and
forth as to whether those two things had anythondd with one another,
but the focal point now has to be on what the pediare, why they’re not
working, and why we need reform. We needed reforr2003 before
DHS came into existence and we need reform allntbee now. So |
don’t want to see us get distracted by structurerwthe fact is it's policy

that’s our problem.

Something that wasn't there before DHS is actudiére has always been
collaboration between Federal agents and localcg@oli That was
happening before DHS, but it gained momentum awgitideacy when
DHS was created. That's when we began seeing audlaboration as we
see it today. There was less racial profiling pcacbeing implemented
across the country and of course, there were atackmmigrants but not
at the scale that we are seeing right now whichkes practices that we
haven't seen — that our country hasn’t seen inneggion. Take a look at
Arpaio and the Secure Communities Program beingredgd all over the
[country]. That's why we need to terminate both #87(g) Program and

the Secure Communities Program.

Could I have a brief follow-up? [Crosstalk] Yoeesned to be suggesting
that while things were not great back in INS dalhey were better than
they are today. Is that a correct interpretation@®u seemed to be saying
that the DHS and ICE have caused more problemsitisatved.

Well, | think what's happening — the fact is tihé system that we have
now is broken and needs to be fixed and...

Is this Ali?
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I’'m sorry?

Is this Ali?

Yes, this is Ali. I'm sorry.

Thank you. Okay.

So the fact is that the system that we have ndwdken and needs to be
fixed and whether you compare it to the days of ibiSyesterday, the
problem is that our immigration system is not segvour nation’s interest

and the Congress and the President need to getrio w

Well, and we see a lot of rogue police in Shdbépartments across the
country, and I've seen an increase in enforcemgainat day laborers. |
work with that community, so | have seen it. Itemsified particularly

after September 11. So I've seen the changeses)dtys worse — at least

for the community that | work with, it is a lot ws®.

This is Eliseo. Let me just say picking from edbor worse better? From
my point of view, the system has been broken flang time. It's getting
worse as time goes by and unless we take actidix th we're going to
wind up spending a lot more money on enforcemeat it ineffective.
We're going to wind up with a lot more churningtla¢ workforce. We're
going to wind up with the growth of the undergrouacdonomy, with
attendant loss not only of benefits for workers &sb to the tax base, and
the erosion of wage standards for all workersirlkt that the key question
is that where we stand today is an absolutelycatitmoment that we
cannot fix this economy unless we figure out a wawhich all workers

can have the same rights and responsibilitiesyjandan only do that with
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a Comprehensive Immigration Reform bill. Otherwise are going to

just continue repeating the mistakes of the palstatra much worse level.

Okay. Thank you. Can we get the next questieagd?

Yes, sir. The next question comes to us from I€anz with Que Pasa

Media. Go ahead please.

Hello. Yes, | would like to know if — do you belie that something is
going to happen, something is going to change thighDHS report about
the 287(g)? Do you believe the ICE will adoptthl recommendations
and if they could fix the actual situation?

This is Ali. 1 believe that ICE has realized thia¢ir enforcement system
they have in place is broken. We are here today @ampaign coalition
demanding that they fix the problem and that mehas they end the
287(g) program. | don't think — we're not goingdettle for anything less
and it's not up to us to — and that’s what it sthat that's our demand,
and ICE has a problem, they have an accountalpitdplem, they have a
credibility problem, and it is clear that this pram is not keeping our

community safe.

| would just add — this is Eliseo, they are doihgosting the taxpayers a
ton of money, and they're going to need to fix échuse the problem is
not going to go away and neither are we.

Thank you, and then are there any other quespilmase?

Yes, sir. We now go to the side of Armando Ganeith Western

American News. Go ahead please.
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Yes, thank you. [I've got a question. Now all thiorts asking for
immigration reform, is that included in the legigda to get rid of the
287(g) Program? Also, | need to know how mansiticross the country

are enforcing this particular program?

Crystal, do you want to take that question?

Yes, on the first question, | have — as you knthe, reform bill has not
actually been written yet. We hope that we wowd the elimination of
287(g) in any reform bill. 1, unfortunately, canrell you — | don’t have it
at my fingertips — the number of police agencied #re [signed] up under
287(g). As a percentage of police agencies, itsanvery large number,
but as a matter of impact, it's a very impactfuhther and the activities
that have taken place under it have had a tremendapact. Even
communities that are not under 287(g), the comnamitave responded
and in some cases the police departments havendspas though they

are, and so it's having a spreading of the impagbhd its numbers.

Yes, and if | may add, the bill that Congressmarti€srez introduced,
also the termination of 287(g) to further answethi first question. Then
the second aspect is that there are 66 287(Q) ragrés across the country
and 144 Secure Communities agreements acrossthé&yas well.

Okay. Thank you.

Thank you. Can we get the next question please?

Just a reminder, ladies and gentlemen, starfoyauido have a question.

At this time, I'm showing no further questions.
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Well, | want to thank everybody on the press falticg in today. | want
to thank Pablo Alvarado with the National Day LadroiOrganizing
Network, Crystal Williams with the American Immigi@an Lawyers
Association, and Eliseo Medina with Service Emp&sydnternational
Union for joining us on today’s panel. Look forwlato talking to
everybody again very soon and again our singlemeeendation to DHS
today is to end the 287(g) program. Thank you veugh.

Ladies and gentlemen, this does conclude todasdnference. You

may disconnect at this time.

END



