February 14, 2008

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi
United States House of Representatives
Washington, DC

Dear Madam Speaker:

We write to express strong opposition to the Secure America through Verification and
Enforcement Act (SAVE Act), H.R. 4088.

The SAVE Act will not fix our broken immigration system or improve our economy. Instead it
will cause chaos in our communities, by increasing the deportation of immigrant workers and
separating American children and spouses from their loved ones. This bill will also cause chaos
in our labor market, as its deeply flawed employment authorization verification system will lead
to erroneous firings, discrimination, and exploitation of millions of workers, including U.S.
citizens and legal immigrants wronged by the system's database errors and lack of safeguards.

A deportation-only approach to addressing the twelve million undocumented immigrants in this
country, like the SAVE Act, simply will not work. That is essentially the strategy our
government has been pursuing for the last twenty years. Divorced from reality, this tactic has
failed to stem the tide of undocumented immigration but has had serious consequences for
immigrant and native-born workers, as well as the family members of immigrants caught up in
our broken system.

We urge House leaders to stand firm against passing new deportation legislation that is not a
solution, and would undermine workers' rights as well as our tradition as a nation of immigrants.
We support your efforts to achieve real, bipartisan, comprehensive immigration reform as soon
as possible, when there is a true commitment from both parties to resolving the status of the
undocumented.

Respectfully,
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